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University of Texas Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English. Brand new Book. Indian trader, rancher, harbor
developer, oil impresario-these are the many worlds of one of the least chronicled but most fascinating characters of the American West. In the
early, bustling years of the frontier, a brazen young man named William McDole Lee moved from Wisconsin to Kansas and then to Texas to forge a
life for himself. Becoming a driving entrepreneurial force in Texas's development, Lee soon garnered the alliances and resources necessary to shape
the financial destinies of disparate groups throughout the state. His story is expertly told in Donald F. Schofield's Indians, Cattle, Ships, and
Oil.Beginning in 1869 as a trader to the southern Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes and fort provisioner to troops garrisoned at Camp Supply, Indian
Territory, Lee gained a partner and amassed a fortune in short order from trading buDalo hides and robes. Vast herds of buDalo grazing on the
southern plains were killed largely on his order. When buDalo were no longer a profitable commodity, Lee tackled his next challenge-the cattle
trade.He began with herds branded LR that grazed on pastures near Fort Supply. Then came his LE herd in the Texas Panhandle. Another
partnership, with noted cattle rancher Lucien Scott, resulted in the vast LS ranch, one of the most successful operations of its day. Lee even
introduced a new breed of cattle, the Aberdeen-Angus, to the western range. But as his partnership faded, Lee moved on to his next undertaking-the
development of Texas' first deep-water harbor.In 1888, Lee and other financiers put up one million dollars to finance a dream: opening
international trade from the waters of the Gulf of Mexico to the mainland at the mouth of the Brazos River. Their Brazos River Channel and Dock
Company...
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